
 

 
 
Overview 
There are numerous ways to acquire funding for sustainability-related 
initiatives, independent research, CIO projects, unpaid internships, and 
more! Funding at the University can come in the form of a grant, which 
requires a formal application, or a co-sponsorship in which an 
organization provides some combination of funding assistance, help with 
event planning or marketing, volunteers, etc. on a case-by-base basis.  
 
The UVA Student Council website provides a list of grant/co-sponsorship 
opportunities, which can be found here. The opportunities on the StudCo 
website are not specifically targeted toward sustainability initiatives, but 
rather the student body as a whole. Applications are accepted either on a 
rolling basis or on a specified deadline. 
 
Students involved in sustainability at the University tend to discover 
funding opportunities through the OFS website. More information on the 
opportunities listed below can be found here. 
 

● Community-Based Research Grant (CBURG) 
● Double Hoo Award 
● Equity and Environment Fund 

○ One of the more well-known funding opportunities for 
sustainability projects 

 

https://www.uvastudco.com/funding-and-cosponsorship-opportunities
https://sustainability.virginia.edu/engage/get-involved/grants-funding


 
○ Popular for students doing strikes/protests and events related 

to environmental justice 
● GIFT (Green Initiatives Funding Tomorrow) Grant  
● Harrison Undergraduate Research Awards  
● The Jefferson Trust 
● Teaching & Research Seed Grants 
● UVA Sustainability Award 
● Udall Scholarship 

 
I f you take any GSVS/EVSC course, you will likely receive emails from the 
professor to the listserv (even months-years after the course finishes) about 
funding opportunities or other sustainability-related events. Phoebe 
Crisman (read more in Professor Highlights document) is a great resource 
to ask questions about sustainability-related grants. 
 
Applications for funding opportunities are accepted either on a rolling 
basis or on a specified deadline. Grants and co-sponsorships that have a 
specified deadline are generally very easy to miss, so it is encouraged that 
one keeps an eye out for these opportunities and remains cognisant of due 
dates. 
 
Environmental Resilience Institute (ERI) 
The Institute supports trans-disciplinary research and training at the 
intersection of environmental change and human well-being by connecting 
faculty, students, and citizens together to foster a more resilient and 
sustainable future. The ERI offers research, fellowship, and funding 
opportunities for undergraduate and graduate students. For example, the 
Institute has offered grants for students looking to get involved in climate 
change and resilience research projects. For more information on current 
funding opportunities, visit their page here. 
 
Unpaid Internship Funding 

● Leonard D. Schaeffer Fellows Program: This program provides 
students with a $5,000 stipend to assist students working in a 
government-based internship. More information can be found here. 
Applications are usually accepted in the early springtime. 
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https://undergraduateresearch.virginia.edu/our-opportunities/grants/harrison-undergraduate-research-awards
https://eri.virginia.edu/category/funding/
http://email.mail.joinhandshake.com/c/eJw9j8FygyAYhJ9Gb3XwBxI8cKhNfYE-gIPwq6QCGcDm9UtM2pk9fbuzs2ukEHoStZVAgBAKFIAyem7apu9BgOg_z8MFPtpeVIw4ZbfmGqxflTdpVd_Y6ODqVRo-Q6daA3zinabMQGdmzjsyGUMYw3qTa863VNH3CoaipFeF84xxxm0L99SEuDwcOmwhVvQCpwpOe3ZjCnvUWIhTKY2PARhflkNjd1csfOAX1MrdlF18wbu3Y1ZxwYxmPDKphJ794i8efEafC-GcMMrqKNHdxVLO_ti4WG9Vg2avs2yhffvSawhb_f9-PEYd1aM18lnxC1zMbUI
https://schaefferfellows.org/?lor=26&utm_source=mass_mailer&utm_medium=email&utm_content=548705&utm_campaign=uni_targeted_emails


 
● Z Society Gilbert J. Sullivan Scholarship: This awards $2,000 to a 

returning University undergraduate student. The scholarship intends 
to provide an opportunity for students to take a summer internship 
otherwise unattainable because of financial constraints. Priority will 
be given to applicants with a demonstrated financial need. For more 
information, email zsociety3711@gmail.com. 

● Parents Fund Internship Grants: Available to support students looking 
at unpaid internships in public service. More information can be 
found here. 

● Larry Simpson Internship Scholarship: Available to rising 4th years in 
the College to support unpaid internships. More information can be 
found here. 

  
Non-UVA-Affiliated Funding Opportunities 

● US Environmental Protection Agency 
● US Department of Energy 
● Environmental Defense Fund 
● National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
● The Sierra Club 
● World Wildlife Fund 
● More green funding opportunities can be found here. Green 

Scholarships can be found here. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 3  
 

 

http://email.mail.joinhandshake.com/c/eJxNkEtuhDAMhk8Du6I8IBMWWcxMxQV6ABQSA25JgpLQXr8ZOq0qeWF9vx-_bZWUZpI1KkYYIYy1tCOCtw1tBLlfycD6O-XidqN91RKncWveA_pVe5tW_QGNCa5e1UQu-kLlJIG1RkythY6C6HrdGyNm0dWbWnPeU8WvFRtKGB0BYvOJcUGPugF7FIo-Q_RpxVLJhvnwFv1Ssn3GpeLDFmLFX1nFxJHdmMIRDRTgdErjwxrEp-TA4uGKBA_8hCaU6T4X2nHZd_QXa7drXHzhh8cx67hABjueramOCtyXXMrx_73WWVFGX97MGsJW_31jPK2cnSNa9bPnG7kedB0?lor=10&utm_source=mass_mailer&utm_medium=email&utm_content=550434&utm_campaign=uni_targeted_emails
https://career.virginia.edu/internships/funding/pfig?lor=2&utm_source=mass_mailer&utm_medium=email&utm_content=538951&utm_campaign=uni_targeted_emails
http://email.mail.joinhandshake.com/c/eJxNkFtuhSAQhlejbyXcpPjAw7nEDXQBBgF1WgED2G6_HHvaNJmHyTeX_5-xSkozyRYUxRRjSjnpsGAcESTw7YIH2t8IE9cr6RuOvYYNvUcIqw42r_rDIRN9u6qZ8E5OXONOGiI6IQnn82tvpklgZmbRbmotZc8NuzR0qGF0ci6hT0gLBNDI2aNSCMWlkFeonXSYj2AhLDXL4PccQ8OGLaaG3VlDxVH8mOORjKvA65zHhzuXniXvLBy-ltwDP6GJVSCUSjsm-478Yu13DUvdfz8CjEWnxRVnx3M0t0k5_yWXev9_u21RhJKXN7PGuLV_DxlPK-fkCFb96HwDt9B06w?lor=11&utm_source=mass_mailer&utm_medium=email&utm_content=550434&utm_campaign=uni_targeted_emails
http://email.mail.joinhandshake.com/c/eJxNkFtuhSAQhlejbyXcpPjAw7nEDXQBBgF1WgED2G6_HHvaNJmHyTeX_5-xSkozyRYUxRRjSjnpsGAcESTw7YIH2t8IE9cr6RuOvYYNvUcIqw42r_rDIRN9u6qZ8E5OXONOGiI6IQnn82tvpklgZmbRbmotZc8NuzR0qGF0ci6hT0gLBNDI2aNSCMWlkFeonXSYj2AhLDXL4PccQ8OGLaaG3VlDxVH8mOORjKvA65zHhzuXniXvLBy-ltwDP6GJVSCUSjsm-478Yu13DUvdfz8CjEWnxRVnx3M0t0k5_yWXev9_u21RhJKXN7PGuLV_DxlPK-fkCFb96HwDt9B06w?lor=11&utm_source=mass_mailer&utm_medium=email&utm_content=550434&utm_campaign=uni_targeted_emails
https://www.epa.gov/research-grants/sustainability-research-grants
https://www.usajobs.gov/Help/working-in-government/unique-hiring-paths/students/
https://www.edf.org/jobs/internships-fellowships
https://www.noaa.gov/education/opportunities/grants-networks
https://www.sierraclub.org/about-sierra-club
https://wwf.panda.org/get_involved/wwf_scholarships_conservation_grants/
https://www.environmentalscience.org/scholarships
https://www.scholarships.com/financial-aid/college-scholarships/scholarships-by-type/green-scholarships/

